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Monseigneur, that you will be good enough to
forgive me for having neither carried nor sent your
graces and favors to new orleans, according to your
letters and instructions,— of which I have thought
proper to let even our dear ursulines remain igno-
rant, lest they might have occasion for sorrow, which
they do not deserve.

How would I have been received there after
having stated over my own signature (in order to
obtain permission to return to the Illinois) that I
would always act as vicar of the Reverend Capuchin
Fathers,—subject to their visits, their reprimands,
and corrections, and to their jurisdiction, ete., which
was to be the only one throughout the missisipi
country? Although I might have subscribed to all
that before Monsieur the procurator-general of the
King, solely for such time as the future jurisdiction
should be real and established,—compelling them to
admit before the magistrate that as yet they
possessed it not, and could not convey any portion
of it to me,— I would not have been better received.
Here is the proof. As soon as they heard, through
the voyageurs, that you had honored me with the
appointment of vicar-general, a warrant of proscrip-
tion was issued against me; and it would have been
executed had I not, on being warned thereof by a
friend in authority, escaped from it by withdrawing
to english territory. There, on at once taking the
oath of allegiance as a former resident, I secured
myself against the spanish prosecutions,— which
declare that I am a criminal because I have received
jurisdiction from quebec, which is so opposed to the
intentions and interests of spain, etc.?

There is another instance of opposition to your



